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Leader to UNPO Offices  
 

 
 
This Friday 8th of February, the honorable Simon Petrus Sapioper, representative of the 
Organisasi Papua Merdeka (OPM), also known as the Free Papua Movement, visited the 
offices of UNPO to discuss the ongoing situation in West Papua and the strategic way forward 
between the two organisations.  
 
West Papua is currently undergoing a harsh counter-insurgency movement from the indonesian 
government, who have only just conceded the right of UN officials to monitor the increasingly 
worsening situation. Allegations of inter-ethnic conflict in the region between rival militias has 
also added fuel to the fire, with Indonesian minors. 
 
Mr Sapioper met with the new UNPO General Secretary, Mr Ralph Bunche, to categorically 
deny the Indonesian-based allegations that his West Papuan freedom movement was taking up 
arms against the government. Sapioper re-iterated that the OPM was ready to include ethnic  
Indonesians in any West Papuan state as an inclusive solution. The two also discussed the 
internal politics of the West Papuan movement, and implementing a strategy to put West Papua 



back on the international agenda and pave the way for a new generation of West Papuan 
activists via projects in the Netherlands, where Mr Sapioper is based, and beyond. 
  
Part of the strategy will include reinvigorating the partnership between West Papua and fellow 
UNPO member Savoy that had been signed at the European Parliament two years prior. Mr 
Sapioper will visit the region of Savoy in June with a delegation of West Papuan young 
diplomats to discuss how to strengthen ties between the two regions and build a network of 
solidarity for their two causes.  
 
UNPO and OPM remain committed to solving the West Papuan conflict through diplomatic 
means and are looking forward to engaging in talks with the Indonesian government over the 
recognition of West Papuan independence, that was declared on the 1 July 1971.    


